
Saint Rafka Maronite

Sunday of the Hemorrhaging Woman 

It is part of common human experience to be 
excluded from something. Perhaps you are 
excluded by fellow students or coworkers from a 
group for an old grudge or family members might 
keep you at a distance because of your faith. 
However it manifests, social exclusion is an 
unfortunate inevitability of human relationships 
and hurtful. In the today’s reading from the Gospel 
the hemorrhaging woman is exactly that – a social 
reject. According to Jewish purity laws, she is dirty 
because of her illness. If any other Jew deemed 
pure by the Law were to touch her that person 
would become ritually impure, defiled and in need 
of being ritually purified else they make others 
impure as well. This poor woman was suffering, 
and her suffering was increased by her rejection 
from others. So she tried all earthly doctors’ 
remedies, but none helped (Luke 8:43). Only Christ 
can help her, and so we see in this miracle, just like 
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in the healing of the blind man, Christ’s place as the Good Physician when He allows 
her to touch Him and be healed.  

Christ knew rejection as He was the cornerstone that the builders had rejected (Ps. 
118:22). Though without need, our all-powerful God descended to enter the trials of 
humanity and defeat them – rejection being one of them. Each time Christ heals 
someone or helps He is attacked by His enemies until the point where they kill Him. 
But He does so knowing He will die so that He can save humanity from the death of 
sin. The hemorrhaging woman, rejected by all, tries all human means of getting better. 
But, as King David says, “trust not in princes” (Ps. 146:3) for “our help is in the name 
of the Lord” (Ps. 124:8). Sin is a battle we cannot win by ourselves. Adam lost in the 
Garden, and if we try to be pure of sin on our own we will always fail. But, like the 
hemorrhaging woman who was discouraged by others, if we spiritually reach out and 
grab the Pure One, Jesus Christ, we shall be healed. Those who thought themselves 
pure laughed at the Pure One for their self-conceit blinded them from the truth of 
whose presence they were in (Luke 8:53). But that day, it was the hemorrhaging 
woman, the impure one, who was truly made pure because of her daring faith to grab 
the Pure One (Luke 8:48), and the “pure” who reviled her are truly the impure.   

The sickness of sin is an epidemic in humanity, but the Good Physician has already 
come and prepared the cure in His love. Those who think they are healthy will not take 
the medicine – though in reality no one living is righteous before God (Ps. 143:2). We 
must look to the hemorrhaging woman as our inspiration for boldness, and our faith 
must overcome both our sense of self-sufficiency and fear. We will neither seek the 
medicine of our sin if we think we are well nor will we approach Him who gives it if 
we are too afraid. But let us not fear if we truly love Christ for He gives us every 
opportunity for our salvation. Let us receive the Good Physician’s prescription, Lent, 
which He has written to prepare us to receive the ultimate Medicine of Life, His 
Eucharist made possible by His sacrifice on the cross. In keeping with this Lenten 
prescription, let us fast from food and negative deeds, as well as let us give alms to the 
poor and pray. 

All the sick and sinful Christ heals and accepts are an example calling us to repent – 
the tax collector, the thief who was crucified with Him, Mary Magdalene, and the 
hemorrhaging woman. Though the Mass is the source and summit of our worship as 
Christians, and the Eucharist is receiving Christ Himself, we should constantly pray 
asking for His mercy. Our Syriac tradition stresses the power of the cross, the symbol 
that stands in place of all the life-saving actions of Christ. We might not have the 
highest medicine of the Good Physician available to us all the time, but every hour of 
the day we have His cross available to us. Let us make this holy sign, a holy means of 
access to Him, throughout our day, approaching Him in strong faith, and asking to be 
healed of all that sickens us for He wishes us to be well. 

Seminarian Michael Shami 



Abouna’s 
Corner

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Lent is going quickly! Each weekday evening, we gather to sing Ramsho (evening prayer) 
at 7 PM. We have an average of 7 people each night, but always know, all are invited 
and encouraged to attend.  

I was very impressed with the number of women who came to the organizational 
meeting of the Women’s Club of Saint Rafka. I liked that we had a great mix of old 
country and native born, young and old and people from the Vigil Liturgy and the Last 
Chance Mass. The women quickly decided upon the name of Saint Rafka Women SC 
(SRWSC) and will meet to organize a few projects for the future. Look for more news and 
updates in the future! 

Remember that this coming Thursday, March 1, is the first Thursday of the month and that 
means it is the day of the Pasta Supper. A Lenten, meatless meal is planned by Chef Mary 
Anne Vicaro. Come and enjoy! 

On Sunday, March 18, at the 11 AM Liturgy, I will be joined by Msgr. Leigh Lehockey 
and Msgr. Chris Lathem. During the Liturgy, we will administer the Anointing of the Sick 
to the wider community. Please join us for the liturgy that day, especially if you are 
suffering in body, mind or soul.  

The Feast of Saint Rafka is Friday, March 23. 
As is our tradition, we will transfer the 
celebration of the Feast to Sunday, April 15 
during which we will have First Holy 
Communion.  

Keep the holy fast and prepare for Pascha! 

See you in Church!   

Salaam!  

Ab. Bart 
The women of the parish gather to form 
the Saint Rafka Women SC.



Calendar of Events
February 

24, AM, MRE Class 
4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Hemorrhaging Woman 
25, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
  12:30 PM, SRWSC Meeting, Francis House 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
26, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,  
  Francis House 
 7 PM, Ramsho 
27, 7 PM, Ramsho 
28, 7 PM, Ramsho and Anointing 
1, 5:30 PM, Pasta Supper 
 7 PM, Ramsho 
2, 7 PM, Ramsho and  

Benediction of the Cross 
3, AM, MRE Class 
 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Prodigal Son 
4, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 3 PM, Holy Hour 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
5, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,  
  Francis House 
 7 PM, Ramsho 
6, 7 PM, Ramsho 
7, 7 PM, Ramsho and Anointing 
8, 7 PM, Ramsho 
9, 7 PM, Ramsho and  

Benediction of the Cross 
10, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Paralytic 

Lenten Devotions

Please join us each weekday 
evening of Great Lent at 7:00 PM for 
Ramsho, the Evening Prayer of the 

Church. On Wednesdays the 
Eucharist will be celebrated. On 

Fridays Benediction of the Cross will 
follow. Bring a friend and experience 

this simple yet beautiful evening 
sacrifice.



MARCH PASTA SUPPER 

03/01/18

FIRST 
THURSDAY Penne Marinara, Eggplant Parmesan, 

New England Clam Chowder, tossed 
salad, and dessert. $10.00 per person. 

Pot Luck Luncheon  
March 4, 2018 

Lenten Luncheon

Meats	 	 	 	 Side Dishes/Salads	 Desserts


    J - R	 	 	 	 	 	 S - Z	 	 	 	 	 	 A - I
For many in the community, Lent is a time for abstaining from all meat and meat products. 
Please make hearty meatless dishes for the “Meat” dish!



First Sunday Holy Hour
Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
Chaplet of Mercy
Confessions

Sunday, March 4, 2018
3 PM

Sunday March 4 
First Sunday of the Month 

Second Collection
Building Fund

Many thanks for your generosity!



Vocation to the Priesthood? 

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary will be holding a discernment weekend 
from Friday April 13 to Sunday April 15 in Washington DC. If you know of anyone 
discerning a vocation to the priesthood, or would like to know more, please give 
him Fr. Dominique Hanna’s phone number (404-525-2505).

2017 Financial Statements 

We thank you for your generosity to Saint Rafka Church. The 2017 Donation Statements 
can be obtained from the church office by calling Joe Chebeir at 864.469.9119 or by 
sending an email to either secretary@saintrafka.org or saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com. If 
you need a printed statement, let Joe know so he can mail it to you or have it in the foyer 
of the church when you come to Liturgy on Sunday. 

The most up to date Maronite Voice is always available here.

http://(http://www.stmaron.org/st-maron-publications/maronite-voice
mailto:secretary@saintrafka.org
mailto:saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com
http://(http://www.stmaron.org/st-maron-publications/maronite-voice
mailto:secretary@saintrafka.org
mailto:saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com


Dear Friends,        Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease 
 
Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep 
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant. 
 
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job 
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and 
with more freedom. 
 
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a 
deceased donor kidney.  Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years, 
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years. 
 
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a 
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's 
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling 
pressured in any way. 
 
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are 
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about 
kidney donation: 
 
•  Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life. 
 
•  As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is 
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests. 
 
•  Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you 
more information. 
 
•  Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.  
 
•   Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs 
involving heavy lifting. 

 

What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will 
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate 
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.  
 
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor 
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594. 
 
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the 
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the 
waiting list. 
 
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.  
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski   864-201-2480  Greer, SC    November 25, 2017 

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help 



 Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the 
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the 
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing 
in Grace and numbers.

Adult Religious Education 

Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at 
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the 
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences. 
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who 
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation 

Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner 
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education 
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes. 
Contact the Church Office to register. 

English/Arabic Classes  

We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge, 
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi. 
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all. 

 

 إبتداءً   من   نهار   أإلثنین   ٢   تشرین   األول,   ٢٠١٧   الساعة   ٦,٣٠   مساءً   في   منزل   فرنسیس,
 وُأسبوعیاً      ُیعطي"   سكوط   هّر",   "ألیكس   رومان"   و"   شي   منجي"   دروٌس   في   اللغة

 االنكلیزیة,   یتبُعها   دروٌس   في   اللغة   العربیة      ُتَعلِّمها   "   منى   العشي".   ُتعطى   هذه   الدروس
 مجاناً   وُنرحب   بجمیع   المشاركین.

A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously 
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

The Fast of Nineveh for the Chaldean Church of the East begins on January 22 and ends on 
January 24. Let us pray for the people of the East Syrian Churches who observe this holy fast to 
prepare for the coming of Great Lent.

http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term


Prayer List

Okshana Stachiw, Mike Dyer, 
Christian Pereira, Houda Askar, Jack 
D’Aquin, Moe Mercier, Ed Rauch, 
Art Newton, Mike Georgion, Nancy 
Georgion Jack Yacu, Houda Askar, 
Montaha Achi, Jim Hopsecger, 
Recovery of RS, Ashley Mullinex, 
Bill McAfee, Bill Leon, Sr., Charley 
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, Claire 
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel 
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, Chuck 
Wilson, George Vargo, Dan 
Steinker, Irma Galvan, Mary Cleary, 
Joe Lemire, Mary Anne McAfee, 
Tish Oney, Lois Taylor, Virginia 
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, Father M. 
T. Phillips, Paul Cote and Family, 
Paul Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman, 
Joan Bussemey, Special Intention by 
Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe Durham, 
Michael Bays, Patrick Lavelle, Tara 
Galvin, Susan Connor, Bill Hines, 
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-Frazier, 
Shawn Sexton, Robert Mercier, 
James and Kaleigh, Mark Pelletier, 
Antonella, Stephanie, Derek Gerard 
Solomon, JoAn Salloum, Susie, Jim 
Hopka, Family of Colbert Arthur, 
Berma Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, 
Elaine Gillen, Amy Hunter, Shawn 
Sexton, Cindy Miller, Adrian 
Kassentar, Beth Hopsecger, Mark 
Barnard, Special Intention of MKS, 
Janice Radich, Paula Lemire, Becky 
Jarvis, Lillian Moon, Vito Fortuna, 
Sam Howard, Jr., Betty Braun, 
Deanne Valencia, Sister Mary 
Emmanuel, Katie Frank, Beverley 
Davis, Maryanne Polidoro, John 
Fender,  Nancy Gegorian, Thomas 
Shaluly  

Someone in need of prayer? Let me 
know! 

Saints We Celebrate
February 28, Saints Cora and Marana, Virgin-
Confessors
March 1, Saint Domnina, Disciple of Saint Maron
March 1, Saint Afdokia of Baalbek, Martyr
March 2, Saint John Maron, First Patriarch 
Consecration of Bishop Gregory John Mansour, 
2004
March 3, Saint Katherine Drexel, American Saint
March 9, The Forty Martyrs of Sebaste
March 18, Saint Cyril of Jerusalem
March 19, Saint Joseph, Foster Father of Our Lord
March 21, Saint Benedict
March 23, Saint Rafka, Virgin-Confessor
March 25, The Annunciation of Mary



February 24 & 25 Intention Donor

Saturday, 4 PM +Stephanie Dannels Son, David

Sunday, 11 AM +Clothilde Meaux Abouna

Sunday, 7 PM 41st Wedding Anniv Bernadette & Curtis Bernadete Mileski

Wednesday, 7 PM - Ramsho - 

March 3 & 4

Saturday, 4 PM The Deceased members of the Stewart Family Pat and Jack Stewart

Sunday, 11 AM +Marie & Patrick Shirreffs Ramza & Antoine Sleiman

Sunday, 7 PM + Phil George (4th Anniv) Wife, Kathy

Wednesday, 7 PM - Ramsho - 

Mass Intentions

Feast New Testament Gospel

Hemorrhage 2 Cor. 7: 4-11 Luke 8: 40–56

English Heather Sijon

Arabic Karl Warda

Liturgical Readings

Liturgical Items

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use 
the envelope provided at the entrance.  Donation is $5.00. The 
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday. 
The Sanctuary Candle burns in honor of and for the intentions of 
Maurice (Moe) Mercier by his wife, Lorraine. 

New! To review the readings 
online, go here.

http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/
http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/


Church Offerings and Attendance

February 18 Saturday 
4 PM

Sunday  
11 AM

Sunday  
7 PM

Total Budget 
per week

+/- Wed.  
7 PM

People 63 85 54 202 170 32 30

Collection $903.00 $760.00 $1589.00 $3252.00 $2,800.00 $452.00 0

Average  per person $14.33 $8.94 $29.43 $16.10 Holy Hour 0

0 Ramsho 0

Average 0 0 0 3252 YTD $19,543.00

Average Attendance 67 69 31 167 0

Attendance Year to Date 
4:00 PM   469 
11:00 AM   486 
7:00 PM   187 
Wednesday 7 PM    67 
First Sunday       40 
Ramsho     16 
Holy Day     18 
Special Liturgy    60 
Funerals   160 
Weddings       0  
Pasta Supper       52 
Lenten Weekday    50 

Offerings

How are these totals calculated? 

One total graphed to the left is through donations each week. 

The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

Date Emails Sent Opened % Opened

February 18 512 415 35.9%

February 11 512 515 48.9%

Difference 0 100 13%



Scripture Readings for Sunday 
                 Sunday of Hemorrhaging Woman  

Second Letter to the Corinthians 7,4-11.   

I often boast about you; I have great pride in you; I am filled with consolation; I am 

overjoyed in all our affliction.  
For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were 
afflicted in every way disputes without and fears within.  
But God, who consoles the downcast, consoled us by the arrival of Titus,  
and not only by his coming, but also by the consolation with which he was consoled 
about you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I 
rejoiced still more. 
For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it (though I did regret it, 
for I see that I grieved you with that letter, though only briefly).  
Now I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because your grief led to 
repentance; for you felt a godly grief, so that you were not harmed in any way by us.  
For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation and brings no regret, 
but worldly grief produces death.  
For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, what eagerness to 
clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what zeal, what 
punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves guiltless in the matter.  

Saint Luke 8,40-56.  

When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him.  
Just then there came a man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. He fell at Jesus’ 
feet and begged him to come to his house,  
for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, who was dying. As he went, the 
crowds pressed in on him.  
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve 
years; and though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could cure her.  
She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, and immediately her 
haemorrhage stopped.  
Then Jesus asked, ‘Who touched me?’ When all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the 
crowds surround you and press in on you.’  
But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me; for I noticed that power had gone out from 
me.’  
When the woman saw that she could not remain hidden, she came trembling; and 
falling down before him, she declared in the presence of all the people why she had 



A Reflection on the Day from the Old Testament 

Esther C 12-21 

Queen Esther, seized with mortal anguish, had recourse to the LORD. She lay prostrate upon 

the ground, together with her handmaids,  from morning until evening, and said: “God of 
Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of Jacob, blessed are you.  Help me, who am alone and have no 
help but you, for I am taking my life in my hand. As a child I used to hear from the books of my 
forefathers that you, O LORD, always free those who are pleasing to you. Now help me, who am 
alone and have no one but you, O LORD, my God. 

“And now, come to help me, an orphan. Put in my mouth persuasive words in the presence of the 
lion and turn his heart to hatred for our enemy, so that he and those who are in league with him 
may perish. Save us from the hand of our enemies; turn our mourning into gladness and our 
sorrows into wholeness.” 

Lost and Found

Many items are left in the church and 
generally keep them in on the table with the 
liturgy books, etc. We have lots of glasses 

and cell phones!

Loose a ring? Call Joe at the office 
864.469.9119 to describe it to have it 

returned to you!

Easter Flowers 

Memorials can be made starting next 
week. Look for the special offering 
envelope at the back of the church.

touched him, and how she had been immediately healed.  
He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.’  
While he was still speaking, someone came from the leader’s house to say, ‘Your 
daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer.’  
When Jesus heard this, he replied, ‘Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be saved.’  
When he came to the house, he did not allow anyone to enter with him, except Peter, 
John, and James, and the child’s father and mother.  
They were all weeping and wailing for her; but he said, ‘Do not weep; for she is not 
dead but sleeping.’ 
And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But he took her by the hand and 
called out, ‘Child, get up!’  
Her spirit returned, and she got up at once. Then he directed them to give her 
something to eat. Her parents were astounded; but he ordered them to tell no one what 
had happened.  





The National Apostolate of  Maronites 
Presents 

The 25th Annual Spring Raffle - 2018 
Only 420 Tickets are printed 

Donation: $100 per ticket 
This just may be the year your lucky number is chosen!!!! 

    $17,500.00 In Cash Prizes!!! 
    1st Prize   $10,000.00 
    2nd Prize     $3,000.00 
    3rd Prize     $2,000.00 
    4th Prize     $1,500.00 
    5th Prize     $1,000.00 
    Only 420 Tickets Printed - $100 Each 

This year's drawing will be held on April 22rd, 2018 at St. Maron in 
Torrington, Connecticut 
Thank you for your support in previous years for this raffle fund-
raiser, as it is an important part of  the NAM annual budget.  We 
are counting on your generosity once again, to support our 
community projects.  
To purchase a personal ticket(s) or to help us in selling tickets 
please contact the National Office.  
All requests and payments must be received by  April 15th, 2018. 

For further information or to reserve tickets, please: 
Mike J. Naber  

Executive Director 
NAM 

P.O. Box 717 
Yonkers, NY 10702  

914-964-3070 phone, 
914-964-3071 fax 

OR 
  Click here  

  

BUY LOCAL!
See Marlene Saad, 

Linda Wickett or 
Richard Sleiman 

for tickets!

http://www.namnews.org/index.php?page=springraffle_in
http://www.namnews.org/index.php?page=springraffle_in


Books for Prisoners 

Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only 
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into 
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a 
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help 
and assistance! Thanks for your help with this project and the books you have brought in - keep them 
coming! 

Sample Paragraph about Registration in Lebanon with Project 
Roots  
 
(For the Church Bulletin, Church’s Facebook Page/Group, and the Church’s Website) 
 
 

 
Fulfill the Dream of Your Grandparents... Reconnect with Lebanon! 
CLAIM YOUR LEBANESE CITIZENSHIP before it is too late! The new 
Lebanese Nationality Reacquisition Law that enables you to do so will expire 
soon! 
Register your Birth and Marriage in Lebanon via Project Roots, No Hassle and No 
Fee. 
Your registration will NOT jeopardize your American citizenship. It will, however, 
help Lebanon maintain demographic and cultural diversity. 
Contact one of Project Roots’ representatives today and begin your registration 
process. You can even begin the process on the following webpage: 
www.projectroots.net/requests.html or on the Mobile APP (www.clf-us.org). If 
you are already registered, please refer another family to register… and help 
spread the word about this free service. You will be making a difference!  
 
 
 

www.projectroots.net  



Lenten Regulations 
Fast & Abstinence: Ash Monday and Great Friday of the Crucifixion are days of total 
abstinence from meat and all meat products. In addition to being days of abstinence 
from meat and meat by products, they are days of mandatory fast, i.e., NOTHING but 
water is consumed from midnight until noon. One main meal may be consumed after 
noon. Water and medicine do not break the fast. The law of abstinence binds all 
Maronite Catholics over fourteen (14) years of age. The law of fasting binds all Maronite 
Catholics between the age of eighteen (18) and sixty (60). You are encouraged to fast on 
all Wednesdays and Fridays of Great Lent; and as many additional days as you find 
appropriate. 

Services for Great Lent: The Services for Great Lent will take place every weekday 
evening, Monday thru Friday. On Monday thru Thursday, the Lenten Ramsho (Evening 
Prayer) will be celebrated. On Friday evening at 7:00 PM., Ramsho along with the 
traditional Maronite Benediction of the Cross will be celebrated.  

Saint Rafka Women SC  (SRWSC) 
Official Name!! 

Meeting 

Sunday, February 25, 12:30 PM, 
Francis House meeting room. 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seaton Parish 
Vacation Bible School IS MOVING TO 
DAYTIME in 2018!  Volunteer forms and 
registration forms are available on the RE 
board.  Early registration fee is $7.50 per 
child; early registration lasts through 
March 1st.  After March 1st, registration 
fee will be $10.00.  We MUST have at 
least 20 students to hold VBS this year, 
so sign up early!  



Lent is coming.....
Have you thought about what you 

will eat?
A. B.

If you choose A, enjoy!  
If you choose B, come to the 
Knights of Columbus Council 1668 

Fish Dinners!
Every Friday during Lent starting 

February 16th (except Good Friday)
6pm doors open

762 Mauldin Road, Greenville
$10/ adult, $6 per child, $35 family max.

Several varieties of fi sh, sides, dessert, tea and water 
included.  Cash Bar available.

Hope to see you there!!!



Ashy Pavilion  

Please remember that 
registered and supporting 

parishioners are free to use 
the Ashy Pavilion for family 

events, reunions, parties, 
etc. Others are welcome to 

rent the facilities. More 
information? Contact 
Richard Wickett here. 

  
Coffee Socials  

If you would like to sponsor 
a Coffee Social In Memory 

Of or In Honor Of someone, 
please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
  

Wickett Hall 

Newly refurbished Wickett 
Hall can be used by our 

registered and supporting 
parishioners for family 

events, reunions, etc. Others 
may request permission to 

rent the Hall. Contact 
Richard Wickett. 

Masses Online 

Where to go to Mass when 
traveling? Look here! 

MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 

Parishes Online 

Birthdays 

February
26, Chorbishop Michael G. Thomas
26, Heather Sijon
26, Jordan Plumblee
27, Aimee Bryant 
27, David Howard
28, David Fiorini
28, Deacon George Tierney
March
4, Harley DeBo
5, David Sijon
5, Sherri Sandbothe
6, Tiffany Chebeir

Anniversaries
March

2, Consecration of Bishop Gregory 
John Mansour, 2004

Necrology 

+Rose Henderson, February 24, 2004
+Selma Ashy, February 24, 2006 
March
 +Bill Englert, Jr, March 1, 2014
+Jack Sijon, March 5, 2013

Video on the life of Saint Sharbel 
English subtitles. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka  
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the 
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Rafka 
Click here.
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http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa
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WCKI 1300 AM 
www.catholicradioinsc.com 

!

!

http://www.catholicradioinsc.com/
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